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EDITORIAL. 


Wirt this issue we are commencing the twenty-seventh year of 
our career as an independent Library Journal and trust that we 
shall carry on the tradition of our illustrious founder and continue 
to criticise or praise without fear or favour. During the past twelve 
months our editorial staff has successfully produced special numbers 
dealing with Bookbinding, Book Selection, Children’s Depart- 
ments, Classification, and Colonial Libraries. Judging by the 
correspondence we have received, our efforts have been greatly 
appreciated by the majority of our readers. Naturally we have not 

d everybody and we have even been dubbed the “ little 
contemporary ” in some quarters. However, we can point to an 
unbroken record of twenty-six years’ endeavour to serve the 
library profession and we ourselves are justly proud of the con- 
temptible “little contemporary” that did not cease to appear 
even during the darkest hours of the dread war period. 

* * * 


We are dealing in this issue with the preliminary arrange- 
ments for the Library Association Conference. These arrange- 
ments are proceeding apace for what should prove one of the most 
important meetings that have been held for many years. The 
venue of the meeting itself should make it particularly interesting 
and it is hoped that the gathering will eclipse all previous records 
as regards attendance. Last year only one hundred and fifty 
Librarians attended the Conference, a poor compliment to those 
members of the Association who worked so hard to make the 
meeting a success. Glasgow, however, with its splendid library 
traditions, should appeal to all members of the Association who 
can get there. The famous Mitchell Library and its branches are 
an education in themselves from the point of view of equipment 
and organisation. This opportunity of inspecting themand viewing 
some of the treasures of the Mitchell Collection should not be 

One gratifying feature of present-day library service is the grow- 
ing recognition of new ideas, not only in the public libraries, but also 
in the older proprietary libraries where older and cruder arrange- 
ments have stood in conspicuous contrast to many of the newer 
organisations under municipal control. It is becoming more common 
to discover exact classification, up-to-date registration, and better 
cataloguing in some of these institutions, and in nearly every case 
it is the influence of some adjacent public library system that has 
provided the inspiration. 

* * * 

The educational value of the film and the effect of the picture 
house on public libraries are topics that occupy the frequent atten- 
tion of the daily press, but one aspect recently raised in The York- 
shire Post, under the title ‘‘ Film Education,” appears worthy of 
special notice. It is stated that “ about four years ago a plan was 
on foot in Leeds for — a municipal film library, in which 
would be preserved a pictorial record of all important events occur- 
ring in the city. Nothing, however, was done, and though the 
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project is still officially stated to have been ‘ not lost sight of,’ no 
immediate results from the protracted scrutiny seem very probable.’’ 
The lending of films from a film library implies, of course, suitable 
facilities for their display and efficient safeguards against possible 
disaster in the handling of such inflammable material. Still, the 
subject appears to be one that might usefully be discussed by 
librarians of public libraries. 
* 

Most librarians, no doubt, will have received from H.M. 
Stationery Office particulars of the new regulations for supplying 
at a reduced price the official documents hitherto largely supplied 
free on request. Briefly, the change is to one at half the subscrip- 
tion price to all libraries maintained out of the rates or taxes. 
There is, however, one paragraph in the official Jetter that calls for 
comment. The paragraph runs as follows: “In meeting the 
requirements of libraries in respect of past publications this office 
will be compelled to bear in mind the importance of not depleting 
unduly ee, having regard to the probable future require- 
ments of the Public Service and the needs of other purchasers.”’ 
The implication surely is that the requirements of public libraries 
are perhaps not so urgent as those of individuals, yet, as a matter 
of fact, by a judicious distribution of public documents among the 

blic libraries of the country greater use and benefit might accrue. 
ut it is probably neither necessary nor desirable to go beyond a 
distribution to the principal centres, and to make the same known, 
in order that enquirers may be put in touch with the centres, or, 
better still, a loan service from the larger to the smaller centres 


might be arranged. 


The Daily Telegraph draws attention to the tardy establish- 
ment of a public library at Bath, and especially to the city fathers’ 
decision to limit the provision of fiction. It appears that “ the 
fiction department, the smallest in the library, will be tucked 
away in an unobtrusive corner,’’ though it is just possible that the 
intention is, not so much to unduly restrict the supply of fiction 
as to exercise a selective judgment that will ensure only classic 
examples being introduced and ephemeral rubbish excluded. There 
are those who would rather see Conrad, Hardy, Meredith, and 
similar authors duplicated and triplicated in public libraries, even 
if it involved the total exclusion of the most popular but second- 
rate novel of the day. , 


Sir W. H. Hadow recently drew attention at Sheffield to the 
benefits to be derived from informal chats about specific books 
given in the public libraries. What he emphasised was the value, 
not of formal lectures in a lecture room so much as homely chats 
about and among the books. Those who have already practised 
this method—and many librarians have—are fully conscious of 
its merits, but there are others who, in addition, have ventured 
further afield, gone into ‘‘ the highways and hedges,” as it were, 
and “talked ’’ about books at church and chapel meetings and 
mutual improvement societies, and often with most gratifying 
results. The whole subject is a most absorbing one, and one that 
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might profitably occupy discussion as to the most encouraging 
lines of advance. We note, for instance, in a recent library report 
—not a public library—that considerable attention, and money, 
is devoted .to lectures. In one year alone the fees of lecturers 
totalled over £400, yet the effect, as measured by the library returns, 
— to be somewhat disappointing. The non-fiction percentage 
the books circulated reached only 12.8 of the total issue. 

It is fitting that a reference should be made to the effort of the 
National Association of Local Government Officers to stimulate 
and provide for municipal! officials as regards their reading. Special 
terms, it appears, have recently been secured whereby members of 
the association may borrow from a proprietary library for general 
reading. This is very laudable, because it is certain that wide and 
systematic reading may do much to increase the imagination and 
resourcefulness and mitigate the deadening routine that might 
otherwise afflict the official whose mind is not constantly refreshed 
by new ideas. But it does appear that the public library— 
more or less efficient examples of which are to be found in every 
town—should not be overlooked, and we urge all officials to give 
their town’s library the first consideration in the provision of literary 
nourishment. If the local library does not come up to expectation 
official influence will be helpful in its development, and there is an 
old saying that “‘ charity begins at home.” Therefore we say that 
— local officials should be familiar with and use their local public 
ibrary. 


THE FUNCTION OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY * 
By EpwWarD GREEN, Chief Librarian, Halifax. 


ALTHOUGH public libraries established under the several Acts have 
been in operation in this country for over half-a-century it appears 
that a periodical re-statement of their aims and objects is not only 
desirable but indeed necessary. Only the other week a responsible 
daily newspaper asked what are the uses of a public library, and 
it is that enquiry which in some measure has called forth this paper. 
No doubt in other quarters also there is but a vague idea of the 
work and possibilities of public libraries, and whilst large sums of 
money are frequently voted for scholastic and other purposes the 
needs of libraries are not so readily conceded. With a few notable 
exceptions official education has ignored almost every form of 
library service, and is but just beginning to realise that without 
the active and cordial co-operation of libraries full value for the 
money now spent on scholastic education will not be secured. It 
is often a complaint that the product of the elementary, secondary 
and technical schools suffers from restricted interests,which embrace, 
chiefly, over devotion to football and horse racing in one direction, 
and perusal of the trivial fare provided by the popular press in 
the other. 


* Read at a Joint Conference of Branch Library Associations held at 
Harrogate on May 24th and 26th. 
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The purveyor of the latter often alleges that he but 
and poh gon the capacity and taste of his readers, but a 
view is that taste is often the product of what it feeds upon, and 
especially so in the case of adolescent minds. The cultivation of 
literary taste in the schools, however, is not sufficient ; the means 
for satisfying it must also be provided, and this is increasingly 
essential in the adult education now beginning. Yet another 
important angle is concerned with self-education, and here also the 
public library is indispensable. In this connection it is worth 
noting that at the recent Scarborough Conference the most impor- 
tant utterance was undoubtedly that of the Archbishop of York, 
who insisted that the only education worth while is that which 
implants in the pupil a desire for self-education ; something that 
present-day methods do not foster in any large degree. 

In any consideration of the function of the public library it is 
essential to keep in mind the necessity of its catholicity of appeal. 
It exists for everyone, and therefore must be many-sided in its 
activities and interests. This, of course, does not mean that it 
should be without ideals or standards, or lower them in truckling 
to the bascr or feebler elements in the community. In short, it 
must not, for the sake of expediency or popularity, adopt anti- 
social or uneducational methods, but it must preserve a broad and 
considered policy that will help towards that new world so many 
are seeking. It is on these lines that many of our public libraries 
are developing, but the limitations they have been submitted to 
have proved a restrictive influence that should never have existed. 
Perhaps the first function of the public library is that it should be a 
bureau of information accessible to all, and to which enquirers may 
freely turn in their quest for knowledge. Its stock of books and 
documents should be so assembled as to be easily found, and it 
should provide a staff competent and approachable, though not 
fussy nor officious. Equally important is it to make widely known 
the service it can render, and this is done in various ways by book 
talks, lectures, journals, etc. This reference or research side of 
library work is insufficiently known except amongst students, 
writers and journalists, the latter of whom are frequently indebted 
to books and libraries for some of their most worth-while contribu- 
tions to the press. Even more important, however, is the initiation 
of the adolescent boy and girl into the resources and use of the 
town’s library which has been attempted with considerable success 
in some places. In any and every scheme of education it is vitally 
important that this particular work should be consistently and 
adequately performed in order that young people when away from 
schools and teachers may be equipped to help themselves. This 
then is one, and an important, function of the public library as at 
present organised. 

Another function is the provision of the varied intellectual 
nourishment required for what is known as home reading. And 
here, again, we must begin with the child, whose foundation of 
literary appreciation is laid in the school, by a plentiful provision 
of school libraries, supplemented by young people's rooms in the 
public libraries. It is not, however, with the young alone that the 
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lending departments of public libraries are concerned ; the adult 
citizen also claims considerable attention, and uses the library 
not only for recreative reading—though this is a legitimate and 
beneficial use—but also to enrich his mind and supplement what- 
ever education he possesses. Be his interests geographical, his- 
torical, sociological, artistic, technical or literary, in all adequate 
libraries his needs are met. And in the domain of fiction he will 
find not the trash of the publishing press, but the classic authors 
of different periods. In its service as a selector of books the muni- 
cipal library serves a necessary and beneficial purpose, and does 
much to promote sound opinion. In this matter of book selection 
neither highbrow nor lowbrow methods obtain, but just plain 
common sense directed towards the varying tastes and intellects 
concerned, the only exclusions being the distinctly pernicious and 
vapid books unworthy in every sense. Apart from the broadly 
cultured and recreative needs of the citizen, public libraries also 
specialise more or less in the provision of technical and commercial 
knowledge ; many of the larger towns especially are rendering 
valuable aid in this line of development. Even in the smaller towns 
the business man has been known, after trying other sources, to 
remember his town’s library and to apply for some piece of out- 
of-the-way information, and often with success. As an instrument 
of adult education in its wider sense the public library is already 
doing, and is destined to still further do an important work in the 
extension of knowledge 

Not alone, however, in the lending and reference depart- 
ments are our public libraries performing educational and social 
work, as the news and periodical rooms in some degree cater for 
essential needs. In the matter of periodicals there can hardly be 
any division of opinion as to the merits of such journals as The 
Nineteenth Century, The Fortnightly, The Contemporary, The 
World To-Day, The Review of Reviews, and many others of similar 
calibre, but the case of the newspapers is possibly more debatable. 
That the well-written and conducted newspaper is an indispensable 
feature of present-day civilization no one will deny, but it does 
appear that careful selection, as in the book department, is necessary 
in stocking public newsrooms. The second-rate, trivial and vicious 
should be rigorously excluded, and only honest and sound journalism 
be provided at the public expense. 

To sum up, the function of the public library is to meet the 
legitimate intellectual needs of the people, to help them without 
guiding in any narrow sense, and provide a service that is not covered 
by any other agency. Such a service is being attempted to-day. 


MUSIC 
Tue help of specialists in any given direction is always warmly 
welcomed by library workers, and the following list, kindly supplied 
by Sir W. H. Hadow, Vice-Chancellor of Sheffield University, will 
be appreciated by those who are attempting to bring the music 
sections of their li 


braries to a state of greater efficiency. 
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The provision of this list is a direct outcome of the recent 
meeting at Sheffield of the North Central Branch of the Lib: 
Association, and in sending it to the Hon. Secretary of that Bran 
Sir W. H. Hadow says: “ It is not large enough to call a biblio- 
graphy, but it may serve as a sort of nucleus. I have confined 
myself to books written in English, with the exception of Bitter, 
of whom there is no English translation at present. He is the best 
authority for some aspects of 18th century music, and it would be 
very useful if someone could make an English version.”’ 

Although the list was prepared primarily for members of the 
North Central Branch its publication in these pages places it at the 
disposal of librarians in other areas. 

GENERAL Books OF REFERENCE. 


GROVE - - - Dictionary of Music and Musicians. 
RIEMANN - . - Dictionary of Music. 
Oxford History of Music. 
BuRNEY - - - History of Music. 
BROWN AND STRATTON - British Musical Biography. 
W. F. Pratt - - - A New Dictionary of Music. 
ELEMENTARY. 
SCHOLES - - Listeners’ Guide to Music. 
SCHOLES - - - Listeners’ History of Music. 
COLLES - - - The Growth of Music. 
HENDERSON - - - How to Listen to Music. 
PARRY - - - Studies of Great Composers. 
- - - A Child’s Guide to Music. 


D. G. Mason 
HIstToricaL Pertops. 
STANFORD AND ForsytH - History of Music. 


WALKER - - - A History of Music in England. 

Monro - - - Modes of Ancient Greek Music. 

STAINER - - - Music of the Bible. 

DICKINSON’ - - - Music in the History of the Western 
Church. 

Zor K. Pyne - - - Palestrina. 

FELLOWES’ - - - English Madrigal Composers. 

FELLOWES - - - Byrd. 

Hope - - Medieval Music. 

HENDERSON - - - Some Forerunners of the Italian 
Opera. 

COWLING - - - Music on the Shakesperian Stage. 

CuMMINGS - - Purcell. 

NEWMAN FLOWER - - Handel. 

SPITTA - - J. S. Bach. 

PARRY - - - - Jj. S. Bach. 

SCHWEITZER - - - i: S. Bach. 

BITTER - - - - C. P. E. Bach (when translated). 

DENT - - - - Scarlatti. 

PoHL - - - - Haydn. 

ERNEST NEWMAN’ - - Gluck. 

AHN - - - - Mozart. 

YER - - Beethoven. 
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Books for Boys & Girls 


New Books. 
Ready October 1, 1924. Lists post free. 


THE SACRAMENT OF SILENCE. 
By Noet Sytvestre. 38. 6d. 
[A novel for older readers. 
PAT OF WHITEHOUSE. 
A Story of Girl Guides. 
Davipson. 3s. 


THE COTTON-WOOL GIRL. 
By E. M. CHannon. 38. 
[A delicate girl goes to a kind of 
Dotheby’s Hall and is all the 
better for the Spartan régime. 


WHEN THE CLOCK STRIKES. 


By H. B. 


Historical Tales. By T. 
2s 6d. 
[A sertes of historical tales, 


founded on fact, in cach of which 
the striking of a clock plays a 
descriptive part. 
THE LONE SHANTY ON THE HILL. 
An adventure story for children, 
By Nancy M. Hayes. 2s. 6d. 


THE SECRET OF MARSH HAVEN. 
A story of school adventure. By 
ALFRED Jupp. With a coloured 
Frontispiec e. 2s. 6d 


WITH BLIGH OF THE ~ 
or, From Tofoa to Timor. 

M. NACKINGTON. 28. 
The famous story of the mutiny 
of the ‘Bounty’ is told from a 
new angle, that of Captain Bligh.) 


BRAVE DAME MARY, or, The Siege 
of Corfe Castle. With a Frontis- 
piece. 2s. Re-issue. 


BOUNTY,” 
By 


This story has delighted tens of 


thousands of readers. It is now 
re-issued in a new and attractive 
format. 


NORAH WITH AN “ H.” 
By Lucie E. Jackson. 2s. 
{A charming story of a little girl 
kidnapped to be brought up as a 
circus rider. 
IN THE REIGN OF THE RED CAP. 
A story of the French Revolution, 
By DorotHEA Moore. $18. 6d. 


School Stories. 


SKIMPY AND THE SAINT. By 
B. Owstey. Qs. 6d. 
EARDLEY HOUSE. \ Girls’ School 


Story. OWSLEY. 
3s. 6d. 

THE CHRONICLES OF DURNFORD. 
A Public School Story. By JouHN 
CARTWRIGHT. 2s. 6d. 

THE SCHOOL THEY HANDED ON. 
By B. Ows.ey. 

WESTCOTE TOWERS. A Boys’ 
School Story. By Marjorie C, 
BARNARD. 38. 

DONALD MARSTON. 

“Westcote Towers.” 
BARNARD. 2s, 6d. 
ROSAMOND'S’ GIRLS. By M. 


BRAMSTON. 38. 


By B. 


A Sequel to 
By M. C. 


By Bessie Marchant. 
ATHABASCA BILL. A Tale of the 


Far West. 3s. 

A BRAVE LITTLE COUSIN. 3s. 6d. 

DARLING OF SANDY POINT. 3s. 

THE DEPUTY BOSS. 2s. 6d. 

THE MYSTERIOUS CITY. A Story 

of the Congo. 3s. 

REDWOOD RANCH. 3s. 6d. 

ROLF THE REBEL. Adventures in 
3s. 


THE WESTERN SCOUT. 


Cuba. 2s 6d 
YEW TREE FARM. 3s. 6d. 


The Sheldon Press 


NORTHUMBERLAND AVENUE, LONDON, 


AND OF ALL 


W.C.2 


BOOKSELLERS. 
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WALKER . - - Beethoven. 
Von WEBER - - - Weber. 
Von HELLBORN - - Schubert. 
Lo NIECKS - - - Chopin. 
STRATTON - . - Mendelssohn. 
REISSMANN- - - - Schumann. 
LITZMANN - - - Clara Schumann. 
BERLIOZ - Autobiography. 
MOSER - - - Joachim. 
D. G. MASOon - - - Beethoven and his forerunners. 


The Romantic Composers. 
From Greig to Brahms. 


GLASENAPP AND ELLIs - Wagner. 
FLORENCE MAY - - Brahms. 
RosA NEWMARCH - - Tchaikovsky. 


Borodin and Liszt. 
All other works dealing with Russian 


i or other Slavonic Composers. 
a NEWMAN - - - Richard Strauss. 
BENNETT - - - Sterndale Bennett. 
WEINGARTNER - - Symphonic writers since Beethoven. 
a FULLER MAITLAND - - Masters of German Music. 
HERVEY - - - Masters of French Music. 
HESELTINE - - - Delius. 
Dyson - - - - Modern Music. 
: STREATFIELD - - - The Opera. 
KILBURN - - - The Story of Chamber Music. 
Fox STRANGWAYS- - - Music of Hindustan. 
PARRY - - - The Art of Music. 
DENT - - - - Mozart’s Operas. 
F. O. Morris - - Contrapuntal Technique. 
KITSON - - - The Art of Counterpoint. 
2 The Evolution of Harmony. 
4 FORTE AND SPALDING - Modern Harmony. 
; Buck - - - - Unfigured Harmony. 
EAGLEFIELD HULL = - Modern Harmony. 
GROVE - - - Beethoven and his Nine Symphonies. 
rr STEWART MACPHERSON - Form in Music. 
STANFORD - - - Composition. 
PLUNKET GREENE - - Interpretation in Song. 
SHELLOCK - . - The Pianoforte Sonata. 
HIPKINS - - - The Pianoforte. 
BERLIOZ - - - Orchestration. 
CORDER - - - Orchestration. 
WALLACE - : - The Threshold of Music. 
HELMHOLTZ - - - Acoustics. 
TYNDALL - - - Theory of Sound. 
SCHOPENHAUER - - The World as Will and Idea. 
WAGNER - - - Opera and Drama. 
COWARD - - - Choral Technique. 
THIBANT - - - Purity in Musical Art. 


GURNEY - - - The Power of Sound. 


STEEL BODK STACKS 
_AND FURNITURE. 


——CONSTRUCTION CO.—— 
31 Kingsway, London, W.C.2 


Telephone—GERRARD 2337/8. Telegrams—OLIVEVEF, ESTRAND, LONDON 
THE WORLD'S LARGEST MAKERS OF STEEL OFFICE EQUIPMENT 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


DEAR ARISTONYMOUS, 
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THe UNTEACHABLE. 

In the square outside the library I heard a red-faced, stentorian- 
voiced, and apparently angry man, on the railed tail-board of the 
van of the Conservative and Unionist Association (a body which 
invites me to display its publications regularly in the library), 
declaiming : “ I have no patience with those men who go into free 
libraries and wait an hour to see a paper. I believe in making up 
my mind what paper I want to read and then buying it. I never 
go into a library.”” The last assertion of this peripatetic hireling 
seemed to be superfluous. 

The nocturnal sister of the “ largest circulation,”’ which is the 
Evening News, had an article on London the other afternoon which 
was based upon the twenty-eighth volume of that mine of facts, 
London Statistics, 1921-23, issued by the L.C.C., which proved 
to its own satisfaction that the reading of fiction was increasing 
enormously, giving this table :— 


Fiction General Works. 
1922-3 ... 6,628,283 ... 1,982,397 
1912-3... 4,815,470 ... 1,771,091 
1904-5 ... 3,606,232 ... 1,098,456 


There was the demonstration and the proof! In the volume 
itself there is a note saying that the totals are incomplete, and there 
is also another column or two to the effect as follows :— 

Reflerence— 

1922-3... 1,751,196 

1912-3... 1,723,752 
but neither of these facts seemed of any consequence to the scribe : 
except that they would have spoiled his little story. The mind 
of the journalist is a mind apart ; it works by tradition, and views 
everything through old glasses very darkly, and the fact that it 
prides itself wpon its modernity is the really curious thing about 
it. The writer was not of course against fiction, but he 
evidently intended to show how small was the value, from the 
intellectual standpoint, of the libraries. 


Ou! SHADE OF SIR ANTHONY. 

Bath, with that modernity which we associate with the West 
of England, where, alas, the body is slow and the mind slower, 
is at last to have a lending library ; but it is said that the fiction 
department will occupy only a very small corner of the place, and 
will exclude all but the most select fiction. Did not that good citizen 
of Bath, Sir Anthony Absolute, once declare : ‘‘ Madame, a circu- 
lating library in a town is, as an evergreen tree, of diabolical know- 
ledge"? And ought not Bath to believe his precept still ? 

But what is meant by fiction ? The best-seller? That seems to 
be the thing most dreaded, but was not Pamela the best-seller of 
her day, and Pickwick of his? And is not public taste the final court 
of appeal? That taste, in spite of all our hypocritical nonsense, 
is far higher than that of the average journalist, and much saner 
than that of the average educationalist. Let us hope that this 
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Messrs. Macdonald and Evans call the attention of Librarians to the 
following books, which they venture to think are eminently suitable for 
consideration :— 

LEGACY OF THE ANCIENT WORLD. By W. G. be Burcu, 
M.A. Demy 8vo, 462 pp. Price 15s. net. 

THE POULTRY MANUAL: A Complete Guide for the Breeder 
and Exhibitor. By the Rev. T. W. Sturces, M.A. Demy 
8vo, 490 pp. 49 Illustrations. Price 12s. 6d. net. Fourth 
Edition. 

MECHANICAL ROAD TRANSPORT. By C. G. ConRapr- 
Demy 8vo, 394 pp. 188 Illustrations. Price 2Is. net. 

ENGINEERING STEELS. By Dr. Lestie Alrcuison. Demy 
8vo, 348 pp. 120 Illustrations. Price 25s. net. 

ACCOUNTING. By L. C. Cropper, F.C.A. Demy 8vo, 1,078 pp. 
Price 21s. net. 

All the above, with others to be announced in subsequent issues, will 
be exhibited at the Publishers’ Exhibition, Library Conference, 
Glasgow. Write for Ca alogue for fuller particulars and extracts from 
Reviews. 

MACDONALD & EVANS, 8 John St., Bedford Row, London, 


w.c.1. 


NOTA BENE 


IBRARIANS and other Bookbuyers are 
invited to visit and inspect OUR STAND 

at the forthcoming LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
CONFERENCE at GLASGOW. We shall be 
shewing a varied selection of Books at 
Reduced Prices, taken from our Extensive 
Stock at Strand House, and shall welcome 
enquiries for any information and assist- 

ance required. 


W. H. SMITH & SON, vevantmenr 


STRAND HOUSE - - LONDON, W.C.2 


Library Showroom, Entrance ‘B,’ Portugal Street. 
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report from Bath is exaggerated, because, after all, the pretty, 
sleepy old city of Bladud has had a reputation in literature which 
it owes almost exclusively to the successive ‘‘ modern novels ”’ of 
the past. A curious circumstance, that—had there been no novels, 
the fame of Bath would have been small indeed. 

Mr. SAVAGE ON THE FICTION QUESTION. 

Thinkers on library matters are few, and I account Mr. Savage 
one of them. I have, therefore, been interested in his views on 
fiction, as quoted from his report by the Edinburgh Evening Dispatch. 
“ The demand for fiction is as keen as it ever has been, and it will 
persist. Juvenile books, being mostly stories, are read voraciously, 
and foster a taste for novels in later life; so that they are not 
likely to be less read in future. But the majority of readers desire 
other novels than they usually get. Criticism that modern novels 
are too short and have too little ‘story’ in them is commonly 
heard ; the psychological novel attracts few. Dumas’ novels, in 
English, are still among the most popular in the library. On the 
other hand, a recent novel by an author who was once a ‘ best- 
seller’ was not once in request.’’ All this is quite to the point, 
and is undeniable. Would it not be well if we dropped our emphasis 
on our desire to reduce our circulation of fiction, and toinsist instead 
that we give people only books which are literature, irrespective 
of form ? Criticism is based upon the misunderstanding of statistics 
by ignorant critics, and we ought to avoid giving them temptation. 
In any case, we ought to be agreed as to what we are going to say 
about fiction. When one librarian says one thing about it, and 
another contradicts him, the result is absurd. 

ANOTHER SURVIVAL. 

The Publishers’ Circular of June 28th distinguished itself by 
the publication of an article, signed S.W.J., in which the author 
advances the ingenious, and ingenuous, argument that the effects 
of the war have caused an enormous increase in the number of library 
subscribers and users, many of whom, were it not for the libraries, 
would buy books ; and therefore the libraries are robbing authors 
and book-producers of their hard-wonlivelihood. The remedy he pro- 
poses is a book-tax : a private bill should be put through Parliament 
to render illegal the ‘“ exhibition of books by public and private 
libraries, except there has been paid on each book so exhibited (or 
circulated) a book-tax equal to (say) five times the retail selling value 
of the book."” This by sticking a royalty stamp on each book ! 
The Editor added a note to the effect that he did not agree with 
many of the arguments of the writer. When did we first hear this 
sort of argument ? In the sixties, was it? The simple truth is 
that were it not for the libraries few books would be published at 
all, and apart from the purchases they make, hundreds of readers 
buy books because they have read them first at a library. The 
notion that people can be compelled to buy books, especially expen- 
sive ones, by the abolishing of libraries is really funny. Moreover, 
who would pay the book-tax ? That point has not occurred to the 
writer. As we know well enough, the plea is based on a misjudg- 
ment of the cause of the increased use of libraries, which is due not 
so much to lack of means on the part of readers, driving them to 


ae 


WOU iI 


PUBLIC LIBRARY AND TRADE BOOKBINDERS 


MUDIE’S BEING LIBRARIANS THEMSELVES, ARE EXPERTS IN ALL 
BRANCHES OF LIBRARY BINDING. 

MUDIE’S BINDING WILL STANB HARD CIRCULATION. 

MUDIE’S USE ONLY ONE QUALITY MATERIAL—THE BEST. 

MUDIE’S EMPLOY ONLY SKILLED CRAFTSMEN. REPAIRS ARE 
CARRIED OUT BY A SPECIAL STAFF RETAINED FOR THIS CLASS OF 
WORK. 

MUDIE’S GUARANTEE TO DELIVER ALL WORK TO TIME, 


MUDIE’S PAY CARRIAGE ON TWELVE OR MORE VOLUMES. 


LIBRARIANS AND BOOKSELLERS ARE INVITED TO INSPECT THE 
LARGE STOCKS OF SECOND-HAND BOOKS IN ALL CLASSES OF 
LITERATURE ALWAYS ON VIEW AT THEIR HEAD OFFICE, 


CATALOGUES FREE ON APPLICATION, 
REGISTER YOUR NAME NOW FOR EARLY SECOND-HAND COPIES. 


MUDIE’S SELECT LIBRARY, LIMITED 


“THE PREMIER CIRCULATING LIBRARY.” 
BOOKBINDERS FOR OVER THREE-QUARTERS-OF-A-CENTURY. 


HEAD OFFICE: 3034, New Oxford Street, London, W.C.1 
WORKS: : : 3/4, Little Russell Street, London, W.C.1 


CATALOGUES RECENTLY ISSUED: 


(1) Supplement No. 1 to Juvenile Non-Fiction Books. 
(2) A Classified Guide to Business and Commercial Books. 
(3) Books in New Condition at Reduced Prices. 
£2 Nos. 1 and 2 can be had on application, but the latest issue of No. 3 is now exhausted. 


GLASGOW CONFERENCE 
LOOK OUT FOR OUR EXHIBIT 


at Opportunity will be afforded to Librarians to renew our acquaintance 
ii and to test our service. 

“= An important bibliography is in preparation, and should be acquired 
ea by all attending the Conference. 


i F, & E. STONEHAM, LTD. 


i ——The Librarians’ Room—— 
a 79 CHEAPSIDE, LONDON 
England. 
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libraries, but upon the increased spiritual activity which was one 
of the results of the war, and perhaps its best one. 
OUR SQUABBLES. 

A famous American publisher said to me: “ I think it will be 
difficult to do anything with English libraries.” 

I raised my eyebrows. ‘‘ Why ?”’ I asked. 

“ Well,” said he, “ you are always in trouble, quarrelling ; you 
don’t get along together.”’ 

“Where on earth did you learn that ? ”’ 

“In your library journals ; everybody seems to be jealous of 
somebody else.” 

Then light dawned upon me. 

“Oh!” I said. “ You mean the diatribes that appear in The 
Library World, and sometimes in The Librarian? Why, my 
serious friend, you don't know Englishmen. They spend half their 
lives in the festive game known as ‘ pulling one another's legs.” Look 
at the verses ; do you really think that they are serious ? ” 

“Anyway,” he concluded, “it’s a pity they are written. To 
an outsider, not quite versed in your psychology, they give the 
idea of mean-minded folk, jealous of the men who succeed and 
whom they are forced to imitate.” 

I had not thought of that last notion. I let you have it for 
what it is worth. It is a possible answer to the stanza that was 
sent to me by a librarian ; thus :—- 

What processes chemic, 
Or germs have created 
This vile epidemic 

To which we are fated, 
This worst of all curses— 
Cacophonous verses ? 

Good word, “cacophonous,” eh! I think our American 
friend’s standpoint is worthy of consideration. Otherwise the 
verses are harmless enough, except as an unnecessary compliment 
to the libraries they attack, and as an evidence that the would-be 
poets do not understand the elementary principles of metrical 
writing. ERATOSTHENES. 
{The Editor does not hold himselj responsible for the opinions of the 

writers of “ LETTERS ON AFFAIRS.” 


LIBRARY NEWS 
Ir is of interest to note that the Library Work with Children Move 
ment is spreading in far-off Australia. A new children’s department 
has been opened at PRAHRAN, and a lady librarian has been appointed 
to assist children in the selection of books for home reading. Popular 
Story Hours will be held during the winter months on the first and 
third Saturday afternoons.. 

An interesting exhibition of local drawings, prints and maps 
relating to the history of the Royal Borough of KENSINGTON was 
opened by H.R.H. Princess Louise Duchess of Argyll, C.I., G.B.E.., 
R.R.C., on June 30th. The exhibit, which is free to the public, 
comprises some five hundred items, including the Kensington 
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section of the famous Gardner collection recently acquired by the 
Libraries Committee. 

An interesting and tastefully arranged catalogue has been 
compiled and can be obtained at the Town Hall where the exhibition 
is held, price 2d. 

The Exhibition is open daily from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. from July Ist 
to July 19th. 

In connection with the Twenty-fourth Annual Meeting of the 
Federation of Master Printers and Allied Trades held at Norwicu 
May 24th-29th, the City Librarian, Mr. G. A. Stephen, arranged 
a small exhibition of Norwich-printed books at the Castle Museum, 
where a reception by the Lord Mayor (Miss Ethel M. Colman) was 
held on the Monday evening. The exhibited volumes included 
two examples of the work of the first Norwich printer, Anthony 
de Solempne, all of whose books are exceedingly rare, only nine 
copies being known of his least rare book. Mr. Stephen also con- 
tributed to the Eusfer; Darly Press of May 26th an article on 
“Printing in Norfolk: its Earlier History.” 

The WESTMINSTER City Council in their attempt to mis- 
appropriate a Library thought fit (we understand by a majority of 
only one vote) to submit to the Court of Appeal their objection to 
Mr. Justice Tomlin’s considered judgment. So far from improving 
their position they came out of the Court of Appeal in a worse case 
and had a considerable extra expenditure in the shape of costs. The 
opinions of four Judges having now been expressed, perhaps the 
City Council will at last realise that no Library established for the 
public benefit can be so ruthlessly confiscated. 


PERSONAL NOTES 
G. H. Parry to be Deputy Chief Librarian, Liverpool Public Librar- 
ies, in succession to H. E. Curran, retired 

E. C. Wickens to be Chief Cataloguing Assistant, Liverpool 
Public Libraries, in succession to C. Robertson, retired. 

W. Wadley, F.L.A., has been appointed Chief Librarian of the 
Royal Borough of Kensington in succession to Mr. Herbert Jones, 
retired. 

W. T. Bradley, Librarian, Newnes Public Library, Putney, 
has been appointed Principal Librarian of Wandsworth, in succession 
to Mr. T. Everatt, retired. On the occasion of the retirement of 
Mr. T. Everatt from the Principal Librarianship of Wandsworth 
the Borough Council presented him with a handsomely illuminated 
testimonial recording the fact that he had served the community 
faithfully and well for the past thirty-three years. The Mayor, 
who made the presentation, publicly thanked Mr. Everatt on behalf 
of the citizens of Wandsworth for his loyal and faithful service to 
the borough and regretted very deeply that continued ill-health 
had caused his retirement. 

Mr. Everatt was also presented with a handsome silver coffee 
service and tray by the Borough Council staff. 
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MORE JOKES AND JOTTINGS 


Collected by W. A. B. 
LANGUAGE. 
I once asked a young friend of mine if he ever used the Reference 
Library. 
“Oh, yes,” was the reply. “ There’s a topping book there 
called ‘ The Dictionary of Slang,’ and I’ve improved my vocabulary 
no end since I discovered it.” 


BOOKS FOR BABIES. 

Referring to the mutilation of books by certain borrowers, 
Councillor Snell said that unfortunately a certain, but very small, 
section of the public did not know how to take care of a library 
book. They had books which had apparently been used as ash 
trays, others to amuse the baby, and some to prop open the door. 


Stories from Birmingham. 
HARRY AND JOE. 

As you know, there is a certain work published under the title 
of “Aristotle's Masterpiece,”’ and it is well known under that 
unauthorized title to a certain section of the community. They 
have no knowledge of the author, and it was therefore not surprising 
when we had a slip handed in for “ Harry Stockle’s Masterpiece.” 
(We have the slip in our scrap-book to-day.) 

Josephus is another author that puzzles certain readers, 
though on what grounds they want to read him if they know nothing 
about him I do not know. To be asked for “ Joe Cephus ”’ is pretty 
bad, but for “ Joe Stephens ” is appalling. 


HERE ENDETH. 

An incident that amused me very much many years ago 
actually occurred in our Reference Library at Birmingham. A 
reader got out a seventeenth century sermon on some departed 
worthy. I thought at the t ime that it was unusual for a working 
man to show inte rest in such literature. However, he soon brought 
it back and said : “ This ain't just what I want, mister ; p’r’aps you 
could help me. I’ve got to arrange a funeral and I don’t know just 
how to go about it. I thought that kind of book would put me 
right.” 


POOR LAW. 

There is also a certain amount of humour about an enquiry 
addressed to me years ago (though there is really more pathos). 
“Ave yer got a book that will help me, governor? I’ve got the 
bailiffs in. I know they can’t take the beddin’, but I want to know 
just how much they've got to leave.” 


DEAD WEIGHT. 

“Which weighs the more, a man living or a man dead ? ”’ asked 
one enquirer. Perhaps (adds Mr. Powell) the line of least resistance 
would have been to weigh the enquirer, kill him, and then weigh 
him again ! 
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Stories from Accrington. 
BLUE BLOOD. 
Among numerous curious requests was one from a borrower 
who asked for a book on “‘Aristocratic Anatomy.” 


IF JULY COMES. 

An unusual question was one put as to the correct way of 
pronouncing July’ in Queen Elizabeth's time. 

It transpired that the lady who asked was to sing a 
Shakespearean song and wanted to be quite sure that her pronuncia- 
tion was historically correct. 


A BAD DEBT. 

A guarantor received an application from the Librarian for 
the cost of a book if not returned by a certain borrower in a given 
time. The guarantor wrote :-— 

“Mr. --—-— died on Thursday last. So far as the 3/6 
is concerned, I have his orphan son. You can have him for 

the a/ce—that isallI cando . 

This was crossed off as a bad debt. 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 


GLAsGow, SEPT. 8TH TO 13TH, 1924. 
The provisional arrangements are as follows :— 

Monpay, Sept. 8tH.—In the afternoon a meeting will be held 
in the Magistrates’ Room of the Jeffrey's Library between the 
Scottish Library Association Council and the Council of the Library 
Association. Tickets will be issued to members on arrival, and a 
reception will be held during the evening at the City Chambers. 

TuEspay, Sept. 9TH.—At the morning session there will be 
the presidential address at Berkeley Hall, and papers will be read 
by Col. J. M. Mitchell (of the Carnegie Trust) and Mr. Frank Pacy, 
Hon. Sec. of the Library Association. The official opening of the 
exhibition at St. Andrew’s Hall will take place. There will also 
be visits to the Libraries. 

Papers will be read by Dr. W. W. Bishop, of the Michigan 
University Library, and by Mr. Shearer. 

WEDNESDAY, Sept. 10TH.—At the morning session a paper 
will be read by Mr. W. Dawson Johnston, Representative of the 
American Library Association, at Berkeley Hall. A paper will 
also be read by Mr. John Minto, of the Signet Library. The annual 
business meeting will be held at the afternoon session and there 
will be a reception at the McLellan Galleries in the evening. 

Tuurspay, Sepr. 11tH.—At the morning session at Berkeley 
Hall papers will be read by Mr. E. A. Savage, of Edinburgh ; Mr. 
Basil Anderton, of Newcastle-on-Tyne ; and Mr. G. A. Stephen, 
of Norwich Public Libraries. In the afternoon a visit to the Uni- 
versity has been arranged about 3 p.m., with tea at 4. The usual 
Library Association Annual Dinner will take place in the evening. 
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Fripay, Sept. 12tTH.—An excursion has been arranged for this 
date. 

The excellent impression which members of The Library 
Association formed on the occasion of their last Conference visit 
to Glasgow in 1907 should be increased on the occasion of the 
forthcoming visit in September. Nothing need be said at the 
moment as to the Glasgow libraries—they will speak for themselves. 
But the visit will afford an excellent opportunity to members to 
see at first-hand how adequate are the resources of the Second 
City of the Empire as regards all that pertains to book production 
and distribution. The arrangements promise to make this one a 
record conference, both as to attendance and character, and one 
that may largely determine the policy of the Library Association 
for some years to come. There are a number of matters pending 
which call for professional decision, and there are those who, rightly 
or wrongly, expect to see a professional rodeo. But that is not likely 
to be the character of the conference for in our opinion there is not 
at present the desirable spirit of adventure in the Association. 
It has not changed in character since it was formed; the reins 
are in conservative hands ; and not even the environment of the 
political boilershop of Glasgow will cause its members to see red. 

A gratifying feature is the fact that the Publishers’ Exhibition 
is to have an official opening by the President of the Library Associa- 
tion. We believe that this is the first time that this exhibition has 
received such official recognition and it is to be hoped that the 
delegates will not fail to avail themselves of the splendid oppor- 
tunity of examining every exhibit minutely. We understand that 
many new and novel ideas will be on view and that our bookselling 
friends are entering into the spirit of things with great enthusiasm 
in order to make the show a great success. 

Among the well-known names of exhibitors are the following : 
Messrs. The Art Metal Equipment Co.; Boots; Chambers; Chivers ; 
Combridge ; Commercial Supplies Co., Ltd. ; Grafton ; W. and R. 
Holmes; Kiek; Libraco: Mudies; W. H. Smith and Son, and 
Stoneham. 


GLASGOW CONFERENCE 
A SUGGESTION FOR DELEGATES. 
By E. H. Savace. 

I HAVE had some enquiries from delegates who propose to visit 
Edinburgh at the time of the Glasgow Conference. An official guide 
may be obtained by applying to the Town Clerk, City Chambers, 
Edinburgh, and this will give al! necessary information about the 
city itself. Visitors often, however, neglect the suburbs; and it 
may be useful if I indicate some of the more important excursions. 

The climb up Arthur Seat (822ft.) is quite easy and well worth 
doing on a clear day, when from the summit there is a magnificent 
view over Edinburgh, the Lothians and Fifeshire and the Valley of 
the Forth. (Half-day.) 
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6 BOOKS TO BE SEEN ON THE LIBRARY WORLD STALL 


AT THE CONFERENCE. 


The Three Recognised Reference Books of 
Secondary Education. 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS YEAR BOOK. 35th Annual Edition. 
The Official Book of Reference of the Headmasters’ Conference. 
10s. 6d. net. 894 pages. 
THE GIRLS’ SCHOOL YEAR BOOK. [8th Annual Edition. 
The Official Book of Reference of the Association of Headmistresses. 
7s. 6d. net. 700 pages. 
THE SCHOOLMASTERS’ YEAR BOOK AND DIRECTORY. [9th Edition. 
35s. net 1,100 pages. 


Three Historical Books. 


PRINCES OF WALES. By F. Maynarp Bripce. 
8s. 6d. net. With Portrait of each Prince. 368 pages. 


A SHORT HISTORY OF THE GREAT WORLD WAR. § (2nd Edition). 
I 


3y F. MAaynarp BRIDGE. 
6s. net. Cloth, 272 pages. 


THE DEFEAT OF AUSTRIA. By Rev. E. C. Crossz, D.S.O., M.C. 
Ts. 6d. net. Fully Illustrated with Maps. 


H. F. W. DEANE & SONS, THE YEAR BOOK PRESS LTD., 


31 Museum Street, London. 


COPTIC LIGHTWEIGHT INDEX CARDS 


3x5 size, white, ruled red headline 
and blue feints, punched round. 


10,000 at 40/- Carriage Paid. 


GRAFTON & CO,, COPTIC HOUSE, LONDON 


Books on every conceivable subject 


” 
SECOND-HAND, NEW, AND “AS NEW. 

Departments for :—Literature, Encyclopedias, Fiction, and Books for Juveniles ; Educational ; 
Natural Science ; Domestic Science; Farming and Gardening ; Naval and Military; Technical 
and Pure Science ; Sports and Physical Culture ; Medical, etc. ; Occult, Psychic, and New Thought ; 
Theology, etc.; Philosophy, Logic, and Psychology; Law and Commerce ; Politics, Economics, 
etc.; Music and Drama; Topography, Travel and Guides; Archeology and Art; Rare Books 
and First Editions; European and Oriental Languages. 

Library Desiderata a speciality. Books sent on approval. 
Catalogues free: mention requirements, if possible. 
Books Purchased or Exchanged. 


FOYLES, 121-125 Charing Cross Rd., London, W.C.2 
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Corstorphine Hill: Take the tram to Corstorphine and walk 
over the hill from Clermiston Road. At the summit of the hil! there 
is a fine view embracing nearly the whole range of the Pentland 
Hills on the one hand and the valley of the Forth on the other. 
Descend the hill to Blackhall and take a ‘bus into the city ; or walk 
into the city «7a “* Rest and be thankful” hill and Ravelston. (Half- 
day.) 
Visitors frequently visit Roslin Castle and Chapel, but neglect 
the best part of this district. Take the "bus to Roslin, descend to 
the Esk River, and walk along the bank of the river to Loanhead ; 
whence by "bus to the city. The valley is very lovely and secluded, 
with a charming view of Drummond's place, Hawthornden ; but 
after much rain the paths are muddy. (Half-day.) 

The Pentlands. There are many delightful walks in these 
hills. Bartholomew's map of Edinburgh and the Pentlands shows 
the walks in red and indicates the whereabouts of the guide posts. 
A short walk through varied and beautiful country. Take the 
Penicuik "bus to Fisher’s Tryst ; thence follow the road to Glencorse 
(the ruined church of which is worth a visit) and Flotterstone ; 
proceed to Glencorse Loch and over the hill at the Maiden’s Cleuch, 
and across the moor to Threipmuir and Balerno ; ‘bus from Balerno 
to city. (Half-day, but better to take refreshments and make a 
day of it.) Another short excursion is this: "Bus to Lothianburn ; 
thence walk to House o’ Muir Farm ; pass through farm and climb 
to summit of Caerketton (1,500 ft.) and walk along ridge to summit 
of Allermuir (1,617 ft.). (Half-day.) 

Swanston: This small village, so intimately associated with 
Stevenson, is within an easy walk of the Braid Hills car terminus. 
The cottage is not open to visitors. 

Visitors to Edinburgh in September should book accommoda- 
tion early. 


THE CARNEGIE UNITED KINGDOM TRUST 
The Trustees of the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, at their 
meetings in London on June 12th and 13th, had before them a large 
number of interesting applications, more particularly in connection 
with the development ef their Rural Policy. In this category, 
grants were made for the establishment of Rural Community Councils 
in Forfarshire and Cambridgeshire, which bring the total number 
of these experimental schemes to ten. The Rural Library Policy 
has been making great progress this year, and grants were made on 
this occasion to no less than eight counties in Great Britain and 
Ireland. There are now seventy counties to which grants have 
been made. In Scotland only five counties remain without County 
Libraries, those of Aberdeen, Argyll, Banff, Bute, and Stirling. 
The Trustees have for some time been greatly interested in 
the provision of books for the crews of merchant vessels under the 
auspices of the Seafarers’ Education Service and the British and 
Foreign Sailors’ Society. These two bodies have been brought 
into contact with a view to avoiding overlapping, and the Trustees 
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have agreed to give to each body an annual grant of £500 for three 
years. The Trustees further acceded under certain conditions to a 
request from the Y.W.C.A. that they should contribute the cost 
of the library portion of the projected new premises in London, 
the amount of the grant being £5,000. A grant of £100 a year for 
three years was made to the “ Highway” Clubs which are doing, 
in the district of Shadwell by the docks in the East End of London, 
a work which may well serve as a mode! for students of social welfare 
in congested areas. 

A supplementary grant was also made to the Library of the 
College of Nursing which has opened its doors to the general public 
through the medium of the Central Library for Students. 

In connection with the Trustees’ Child Welfare Policy, a further 
grant was made to the Scottish Child Life Committee which is now 
engaged in marshalling the data collected by expert investigators 
in certain urban and rural districts of Scotland. A small grant 
for the equipment of a Children’s Play Centre was made to the 
Urban District Council of Drighlington in Yorkshire. 

In the sphere of Music and the Arts, the Trustees received 
entirely satisfactory reports from the Village Concerts Fund and 
the Arts League of Service. Accordingly, they resolved to continue 
their support of these two bodies for the season 1924-5. They also 
sanctioned the payment of the last year’s instalment to the British 
Federation of Musica! Competition Festivals. 

A number of the Trustees took the opportunity of being in 
London to visit several institutions which have received assistance 
in the past, including King’s College for Women, Carnegie House 
a rs of the Central Council for Infant and Child Welfare), 
the National Library for the Blind, the new Mode! Welfare Centre 
at Shoreditch, and the remarkably active Borough Library at 
Bethnal Green. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATIONS, 
MAY, 1924. 
LIST OF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES. 
ELEMENTARY. 


25 Candidates sat - 8 Passed. 
HONOURS.—None. 
MERIT.—None. 
PASSED.—P. Ardagh, Birmingham; Miss A. M. Branson, ston ta Miss F. M. 


Harrison, Kilkenny ; Miss C. A. Keogh, Dublin ; Miss R. L. Mundin, Northampton ; R. Partridge, 
London ; Miss D. Rushby, Grimsby ; Miss M. A. Wright, Stockton- -on-Tees. 


PRELIMINARY TEST. 
246 Candidates sat - 122 Passed. 
HONOURS.—E. G. Wilson, Gainsborough ; Miss M. Wray, Enniskillen. 
MERIT.—J. T. Gillett, Hull; Miss E. Jackson, Stirling ; Miss B. Jones, Newton-le-Willows; 
V. D. Kernan, Dublin ; Miss A. B. Luke, Kirkcaldy ; Miss C. Madden, Stockport ; Miss A. Peace, 
Manchester ; R. H. Roberts, Walsall ; E. B. Schofield, Manchester ; Miss G. M. Smith, Portsmouth ; 
W.S. Taylor, Dundee; R. ‘Walker, St. Albans ; Miss P. Whittaker, Stockport. 


PASSED.—Miss W. R. Alexander, Birmingham; Miss I. M. Allen, Dunfermline ; Miss E. F. 
Andrews, Reading ; C. T. Aspray, London; F. Atkinson, Warrington; J. Bailey, St. Helens ; 
Miss W. E. Barber, 5 ye Miss L. E. Bennett, London ; J. Ww. Birch, Bolton; Miss A. M. 
Brand, Birkenhead; Miss A. P. Brown, Elgin; Miss R. H. Browning, London; G. Cannell, 
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Leicester; Miss P. G. Carter, London; Miss M. E. C. Clegg, Birmingham; W. G. L. Combes, 
London; J. L. Coucil, Bolton; N. Crawford, Dundee; F. J. Dearmer, London; J. Dixon, 
Burnley ; A. Doig, Dundee ; R. F. Dre wery, Hull ; Miss E. Dunch, Gravesend ; Miss L. E. Findlay, 
Kilmarnock; J. J. Fleming, Belfast ; Miss G. E. Fowde n, London; Miss H. E. Franklin, Birm- 
ingham; F. A. Fry, London; W. Galt, Birkenhead ; Miss D. Garner, Wallasey; H. G. Gray, 
London ; Miss M. Grieve, York; Miss M. Grieves, Sunderland; Miss E. Gross, Birmingham ; 
W. Gusterson, London ; Miss I. M. Haigh, Bradford ; J. Haine »sworth, London ; Miss G. Handford, 
Stockport ; Miss L. Heaps, Waterloo-w-Seaforth ; Miss A. K. Heywood, Manchester; S. A. S. 
Hickman, Warrington ; A. Howarth, Bolton; Miss P. E. Hyde, Enfield; Miss E. Niingworth, 
Manchester; Miss F. Ingram, London; Miss E. Jackson, Stirling ; Miss S. Jefis, Nottingham ; 
Miss S. Johnson, Newcastle-upon-Tyne ; A. H. Kennedy, Belfast; Miss A. Kenny, Belfast; J. 
Lambert, Sligo; Miss B. Lees, Nottingham; Miss G. I. Lewis, Accrington ; L. Liggins, London ; 
Miss L. Long, London; Miss M. Maple, London; F. Mather, Blackburn; Miss D. Mathews, 
London ; C. Melling, Wigan ; Miss M. Miles, ‘Vaterloo-w-Seaforth ; W.S. Miles, London; Miss 
I. Milner, Bradford ; Miss F. Mitchell, London; Miss M. Z. Molyneux, Birmingham; Miss P. 
Moore, Liverpool ; Miss A. Morris, Bolton ; Miss L. Mullaney, Neweastle-upon-Tyne ; Miss V. M. 
Newell, Belfast; Miss B. Nisbet, Cardiff; T. Noble, rare Miss B. Norbury, Manchester; 
Miss O. M. Nunney, London; Miss K. Owen, Aberdare : . Packe r, Liverpool ; Miss A. Park, 
Bury: Miss E. A. Parrish, Birmingham ; Miss C. Pautrie ro, r ardifi ; Miss J. 1. Peerless, London ; 
Miss B. M. Peers, Manchester ; Miss E. Perkins, Newcastle-upon Tyne ; Miss M. B. Porter, Ketter- 
ing; Miss H. M. Retford, Aberdare; J. D. Reynolds, Leeds; J. F. Riches, London; Miss R. 
Robinson, Batley ; R. W. Rouse, London ; Miss M. Ryder, Horwich ; Miss A. Sagar, Keighley ; 
Miss F. M. Sharples, Chorlton-cum-Hardy ; M. Shepherd, Bolton ; Miss J. Smallbone, Reading ; 
Miss K. W. Stevenson, Cardiff ; D. Stewart, Belfast ; Miss D. Stott, Heywood ; W. Stott, Burnley ; 
Cc. H. R. Sureties, London ; Miss M. D. Taylor, London ; Miss H. W. M. Todd, Kirkcaldy ; Miss 
L. M. Turner, Neweastle-upon-Tyne ; L. Valentine, Manchester ; Miss 1. L. Venters, Kirkcaldy ; 
Miss M. Walker, Belfast; J. J. Warton, London; Miss J. Watson, Gateshead; C. J. Weldon, 
London ; J. Woods, Belfast: W. F. Yates, Leicester. 


SECTION |. LITERARY HISTORY. 
66 Candidates sat - 41 Passed. 
HONOURS,— Miss E. M. Exley, London. 
MERIT.—A. L. Carver, Swindon ; Miss F. L. Talmey, Hove. 


PASSED.—Miss C. C. Adams, Glasgow; Miss B. C. Bone, Birmingham; Miss E. 
W. Bradshaw, Birmingham; A. W. Burton, London; Miss A. L. Clark, Glasgow; R. S, 
Cut, Glasgow ; Miss M. Colin, London ; T. Cooper, Preston; Miss C. a Birmingham ; 
>. Wingfield Digby, Teignmouth ; Miss E. H. Edwards, Aberystwyth ; Miss W. Evans, Birm- 
igh wm: J. W. Forsyth, Edinburgh; Miss W. Foster, Birmingham; D. A. Gillespie London ; 
H. Goulden, Huddersfield ; Miss G. Heering, Holland; A. G. Hepburn, Glasgow; Miss P. L, 
Hesmondhalgh, Bolton ; C. Jackson, Sunderland ; Miss E. L. Jones, Aberystwyth; W. Lillie, 
Middlesbrough ; Miss E. M. Llovd, Manchester; Miss M. M. Marshman, Sheffield; Miss M, 
Meachem, Birmingham; E. Schofield, Manchester; Miss M. Snaith, Carlisle; S. P. Speight, 
Boltor ; W. Threlfall, Stockport; Miss D. M. Trevelyan, Birmingham; Miss E. M. Williams, 
Abreystwyth; Miss E. M. Williams, Cardiff; S. Williams, Cambridge; Miss W. C. Wilson, 
Sheffield ; Miss H. C. Wise. Brighton; Miss N. L. Woodham, Winchester; Miss D. Yates, 
Birkenhead. 


SECTION II. BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
27 Candidates sat - 18 Passed. 

HONOURS.—None. 

MERIT.—Miss K. Bennett, Portsmouth: C. Hocking, London; K. G. Hunt, London ; 
H. G. Massey, Cheltenham ; F.S. Smith, London; R. Waterfield, Exeter. 

PASSED.—Miss M. E. Blomfie'd, London; T. R. Brown, Glasgow ; G. F. Foster, Bolton ; 
Miss ]. Gee, Wigan ; W. J. A. Hahn, London ; Miss L. A. Johnson, London ; Miss C. E. Meachem, 
Birmingham ; Miss J. S. Re Glasgow ; G. B. Stephens, London ; Miss E. Stubbs, Liverpool ; 
W. T. Williams, Middlesborough. 


SECTION -CLASSIFICATION. 


69 Candidates sat - 17 Passed. 
HONOURS. —None. 


MERIT.—None. 


PASSED.—Miss M. Alexander, Norwich; A. F. Austing, London ; F. Broadhurst, Sheffield ; 
Ende “9 Grimsby ; Miss E. J. Farnol, Hove ; G. E. Glazier, Northampton; Mlle. C. Huchet, 
} fd. . F. Jones, Manchester ; W. E. Linton, West Hartlepool ; Miss A. McDonnell, London ; 
Miss K. > wdall, Brighton; Miss E. M. Ravenscroft, Liverpool; Miss C. G. Reeves, London; 
E. Scroggs, London ; T. Stevenson, Newcastle ; W. Waterfield, Exeter; R.G. Wilding, London. 


SECTION IV.—CATALOGUING. 


150 Candidates sat - 42 Passed. 
HONOURS.—None. 


MERIT.—None. 


PASSED.—F.C. Adey, London ; J. H. Austin, Bournemouth ; Miss M. Bailey, Newton Abbot ; 
Miss G. Bowen, Birkenhead ; Miss E. J. Carnell, Exeter; F. Carr, Sheffield; Miss E. M. Clarke, 
Cheltenham ; Miss N. L. Coe, Kettering ; Miss F. Critchley, Liverpool ; Miss’ E. M. Forfar, Liver- 
pool; Miss M. I. Francis, Manchester; G. E. Glazier, Northampton; J. H. Goldthorpe, Man- 
chester ; G. E. F. Goring-Thomas, Abe srystwyth ; Miss A. M. Gilliland, Liverpool ; W.C. Hamilton; 
Trowbridge ; J. Harkness, Glasgow ; Miss E. M. Harris, wag et Mile. C. Huchet, Paris ; 

. G. Hunt, London; L. C. Jackson, Sheffield ; J. Leather, Southport; F. Lee, Nelson; Miss 
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F.L. Birmingham ; Glasgow ; Miss A. McDoancll, London; T. L. 
Magowan, Bellas: G. C. }. Parker, London ; A. Raeburn, Gl ow ; Miss W. A. Rait, Glasgow ; 
e 5 wt Miss A. M. Roberts, - Miss G. Ro inson, Liverpool ; S. J. Rutter, 
ion; Miss A. Schofield, Norwich ; ~ « leton, ‘Bolton ; 
P. M. Speight, Johannesbarg Miss B. E. "Semen Leeds ; Miss E almey, Hove; C. H. 
Turner, H.B , Manchester ; Miss E. M. Wilson, Kettering: 


SECTION V.—LIBRARY ORGANIZATION. 
68 Candidates sat - 22 Passed. 
HONOURS.—None. 
MERIT.—Miss M. S. Quinn, London. 
PASSED.—Miss L. A. Beazley, Govwntay 3 Miss M. I. Berry, Bolton ; Miss M. E. BlomGeld , 


London ; Miss E. Brain, Coventry ; Miss L. Carr, London : I. Davies, Cardiff ; F. E 
Miss N. Furness, Middlesbrough ; 'G. Gaskin, London ; Miss G. Heerin . Holland ; . Hewland , 


Hull; Miss BE. M. some. Coventry ; E. R. McColvin, London; H. W. Marr, Sheffield ; D. D: 
N ; S. Overal, London; H. J. Robertson, Smethwick ; T. W. Senior, Hull; Miss 
M. Sherwood, Che Itenham ; "Miss G. Swift, don; J. L . Wilson, London ; G.S . Wood, Hull. 


Overseas Candidates : results will be announced later. 


SECTION VI.—LIBRARY ROUTINE. 


181 Candidates sat - 89 Passed. 

HONOURS.—Miss W. L. Bailey, Lowestoft ; Miss E. M. Macdonald, Sheffield ; G. A. News 
land, London. 

MERIT.—Miss C. A. Austin, Gloucester ; Miss M. E. Blomfield, London ; Miss M. E. Brookes, 
Birmingham ; F. E. Cronshaw, Oldham; Miss J. L. Gatenby, Sunderland; Miss E. M. Hoyle, 
Burnley ; E. Norman, Burnley ; S. G. Oliver, Newark ; Miss E. E. Pyman, Lowestoft ; F. Reben 
tisch, London ; E. O. Sud Coventry ; Miss C. G. Reeves, London ; Miss G. A. S. Saysell, Ports- 
mouth; Miss 'E. M. neer, Coventry; A. V. Steward, Norwich; R. W. Thomas, London ; 
Miss E. Webster, Dunde lee; Miss F. Wellington, London; Miss N. Wood, Lowestoft. 


PASSED.—J. A. -~" Watford; Miss C. Baker, London; L. H. Beach, Portsmouth ; 
R. Bioletti, Liverpool ; Miss R. Bowley, "London ; Miss F. Broome, Manchester ; Miss D. Brown- 
ee Rochdale ; Miss A. K. ‘Buckland, London; Miss S. L. M. Burden, London ; J. A. Carr, 
Miss 'O. Cay. Cheltenham ;' H. Chivers, Kidderminster; Miss B. Coates, Leeds ; 
ee .B. Cockcroft, Watford ; Miss F. M. Cornock, Derby; Miss E. M. Crabtree, _— 
Miss I. “Croft, Grimsby ; G. F. Dean, Buraley ; Miss E. Diamond, London; A. Dow, G 
Miss E. M. Edwards, Norwich; Miss G. Gregson, Heywood; Miss A. G. Hamilton, Glasgow ; 
S. Ham , Sheffield ; Miss B. K. Hannaford, Manchester; Miss » een, Manchester ; 
Miss J. igson, Stockport ; <2 I. Hill, Newton-in-Makerfield ; A. qs Hill, London ; Miss C. M. 
Hutchinson, Glasgow; Miss W. M. Johnson, Coventry ; Miss E. E. Kay, Manchester; R. A. 
Kirtland, London ; Miss H. Lee, Glasgow; Miss D. Leighton, Stockport ; Miss E. M. Lister, 
a Miss A. G. Lynes, Coventry ; Miss H. R. R. McGarrity, Glasgow ; J. McKinnon, +o 
L. A. Marcus, London; H. Marshall, London; Miss B. Mason, London ; Miss E. L. EB. Mason, 
Cheltenham Miss N. M. Muspratt, Cheltenham ; Miss I. E. Ollerton, Hove ; Miss M. J. Ormrod, 
London ; H. B. Otter, London; Miss E. Parry, Liverpool; Miss J. H. Paterson, Birmingham ; 
T. D. Ue , Liverpool ; Miss C. A. M. Pilley, Sheffield ; Miss E. G. Pipes, Derby; F. S. Price, 
Walsall ; Miss D. Pritchard, Liver ; Miss G. E. Rendle, Leicester ; Miss O. Robson, Sunder- 
land ; Miss K. E. ae Ser B. Rorke, London ; C. G. Saint, London ; D. Shapland, Swansea; 
j. Vv. ‘Summerfield a Miss J. L. Struthers, Glasgow ; Miss M. M. Torrance, Glasgow ; 
Veale, Cardiff ; H.L. Wood, London; W. H. Woodham, London ; Miss F. R. Young, 


LIBRARY REPORTS 


A MODEL report on the activities and progress of the public libraries 
has recently been issued from Cambridge, and it reflects the greatest 
credit upon the librarian, Mr. W. A. Fenton, B.A., and all concerned 
in the great developments which have taken place during the last 
few years. Cambridge adopted the Public Libraries Act in 1853, 
and it now possesses a book stock of nearly one volume per head 
of the population—a figure that compares most favourably with 
other centres. In recent years the whole library system has been 
reorganised and brought well into line with the most modern and 
approved methods and the wisdom of this policy is clearly reflected 
in the greater and better use now made of the several establish- 
ments. From a valuable chart at the beginning of this sixty-second 
report we observe that the circulation has increased from 121,000 
issues in 1901 to 258,000 for last year. But it is not only in volume 
that the use made of the libraries has so gratifyingly increased; 
it is also apparent that its educational value is well to the fore. 
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The system of school libraries and the linking-up of effort with all 
educational organisations is well worth the notice of those towns 
which are not yet so advanced in this direction. 


* * * * 


Of the twelve volumes of reports and recommendations pub- 
lished as a result of the Conference on Christian Politics, Economics 
and Citizenship, one is devoted to Education, and of this three whole 
pages (out of 231) are devoted to public libraries. Nothing very 
original or important is said, but then perhaps teachers and preachers 
have yet to realise that the inadequate recognition of public libraries 
during the past 50 years is an educational and spiritual blunder of 
the first magnitude. We are now spending 70 millions a year on 
scholastic education, and the product of this education, after a 
sharpening of appetite for things of the mind, is provided for on a 
scale out of all proportion to its need. Yet the public library has 
been referred to as ‘“‘ The Coping Stone of Education.”’ 


BATTERSEA.—36th Annual Report, 1923-4. Chief Librarian, 
J. Frederick Hogg, F.L.A. Population, 167,693. Stock, 72,225. 
Issues, 427,508. Borrowers, 15,342. 

The work of reorganization is being carried out and, it is hoped, will be 
completed during the coming year. 


CAMBRIDGE.—62nd Report, 1916-1923. Chie/ Librarian, W. A. 
Fenton, B.A., F.L.A. Population, 59,262. Rate in {, 2d. Income, 
£3,344. Stock: Lending, 50,377; Reference, 13,576. Issue: 
Lending (1923), 224,164; Reference (1923), 2,936 and 58,000 on 
open shelves ; School Libraries, 31,650. Borrowers, 6,500. 

During the eight years covered by the report many changes were made 
in the constitution of the libraries having far-reaching effects; chief amo 

these being the reorganization of the Lending Libraries on the ‘‘ open-access * 

system and the opening of a new Reference Room. The work of the School 

Libraries continues its steady progress and thanks are given to the teachers 

who so generously co-operated in the work. 


Croypon.—35th Annual Report for the year ending March 3lst, 
1924. Chie/ Librarian, W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion, 193,400. Rate in 2d. Income, £10,869. Stock: Lending, 
79,812; Reference, 23,767. Issues: Lending, 623,038; Refer- 
ence, 228,494. Borrowers, 37,310. 

The issues during the past year are the largest ever recorded and show 
an increase of 130,952 over last year. All other branches of the Libraries’ 
activities show equally good results, facts which must be gratifying to all 
concerned. The new Junior Library opened a few months ago has been a 
great success. 


Norwicu.—Annual Report for the year ending March 3ist, 1924. 
Chief Librarian, Geo. A. Stephen, F.L.A. Population, 120,653. 
Income, £4,637. Stock: Lending, 32,601; Reference, 28,000. 
Issues: Lending, 247,490; Reference, 38,126. Borrowers, 
15,492. 

The most important feature in the development of the work of the 


Libraries was the opening of the Lazar House as a branch library. This was 
an immediate success and has proved a boon to the residents in the neigh- 
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bourhood. The Norwich Roll of Honour, containing the names of 3,544 local 
men who fell in the Great War, has just recently been issued, and represents 
ever four years’ arduous labour by members of the Libraries Staff. 


RocupDALe.—53rd Annual Report, 1923-4. Chief Librarian, 
C. Stott. Population, 92,700. Income, £5,665. Stock, 52,003. 
Issues, 283,005. Borrowers, 14,186. 

Steady progress is reported in all departments during the past year. The 

Art Gallery and Museum record an attendance of 82,846. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA. — 18th Annual Report, 1923-4. Borough 
Librarian, Wm. Pollitt, F.L.A. Population, 115,000. Stock, 
25,081. Issues, 381,167. Borrowers, 18,446. 


Issues are 76,680 more than last year. 44,575 volumes were issued in the 
elementary schools. Some very fine additions were made to the Museum, 
which was visited by 82,000 people. 


REVIEWS 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


Hadley (Chalmers) BUILDINGS NOTES AND PLans. Imp. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 154. Chicago, American Library Association ; 
London, Grafton, 1924. 17s. 6d. net. 


A new and useful work on the building of libraries complete with a 
number of plans and fine illustrations of interiors and exteriors. Points 
dealt with are site, cost, capacity, general floor plans, windows and lighting, 
heating and shelving. The designs are taken from a number of important 
libraries in the States and the work is full of useful suggestions and ideas. 
The buildings provided for are those of the medium size involving an outlay 
of about £10,000. 


Blankenhorn (Heber) THE STRIKE FOR Union. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. x., 260. New York, H. W. Wilson ; London, Grafton, 1924. 
13s. 6d. net. 

A study of the non-union question in coal and the problems of a democratic 

movement, based on the record of the Somerset strike, 1922-1923. 


Drury (Francis K. W.) CoLtece Lire AND CoLLeGe Sport. A 

. reading list on Student Activities. Fesp. 8vo, pp. 32. Chicago, 
American Library Association ; London, Grafton, 1924. Paper, 
Is. net. 

Bernhardi (L.) Lenr-unp HANDBUCH BER TITELAUFNAHME. Cr. 
8vo, paper, pp. viii., 194. Wiedmannfche Buchhandlung, 1923. 
6s. net. 

A resume of the German rules for compiling catalogues and examples 
given from many of the large libraries in Germany. Both author and subject 
entries are dealt with. 

Fiery EpucaTionaL Books or 1923. 8vo pamphlet, 12. 
Chicago, American Library Association; London, Grafton, 
1924. 6d. net. 

Book ist Books, 1923. A Selection. 8vo, paper wrappers, pp. 44. 
Chicago, American Library Association; London, Grafton, 

1924. 3s. 9d. net. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


Stoneham (F. and E., Ltd.) A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF JUVENILE Non- 
Fiction Books. Supplement No. 1. 1924. 


A CLASSIFIED GUIDE TO BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL Books. 1924. 
It is not often that we find a bookseller’s catalogue, especially of new 
books, important enough to draw special attention to in these columns. There 
is no doubt, however, that Messrs. Stoneham are doing a real service to 
librarians and to bookmen generally by the issue of these classified lists pro- 
duced on lines that put many library catalogues to shame. 


Kent Education Committee. COUNTY LIBRARY, including Books for 
Teachers and Students. Catalogue. S8vo. pp. 260. Maidstone, 
Education Offices, 1924. 

A useful and in general a carefully selected list of books for rural circula- 
tion. The emphasis on hme history and literature generally is somewhat 
more apparent than per — is desirable in so small a collection, but the fact 
that the books are largely for the use of teachers may justify this. In technics 
the rural side is very properly emphasized but we suggest that all trades should 
be represented by at least one textbook. For instance, Printing is only repre- 
sented by a small handbook which deals principally with the historical side. 
Jacobi's Printing or Southward’s Modern Printing or his Practical Printing 
should certainly be added. Paper making, one of the principal industries of 
the county, does not appear to be represented at all. 


Graham (Bessie) THE BooKMAN’s MANUAL, A GUIDE TO LITERATURE. 
2nd Edition. 8vo, pp. 12, 628. New York, R. R. Bowker Co., 
1924. Cloth. 

The fact that this book has reached a second edition shows that it has 
proved of use in its field. To us in this country it is somewhat of a new 
departure. A clear and concise review of the books in print or the best editions 
in Literature, History, Art and Travel, the book enables the young bookseller 
and librarian to get a grasp of the books people ask for and the books which 
answer the vague descriptions given by many readers and customers. In 
spite of the fact that it deals so very largely with American editions booksellers 
and librarians will certainly find Miss Graham’s volume of considerable value. 


Rutter (Frank) Tue Littte Book oF THE RoyaL ACADEMY OF 
NINETEEN TWENTY-Four, being a Rapid Guide to the more 
important features. Cr. 8vo, paper, pp. 96. Foulis, 1924. Is. net; 


SHAKESPEARE Love’s Lasours Lost. Ed. M. M. Weale. Cr. 8vo, 
pp. xxx., 134. University Tutorial Press, 1924. 3s. 


Cotterill (H. B.) A History oF Art. Volume Two. Later EvrRo- 
PEAN ArT, with chapters on Oriental Sculpture and Painting. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 566. Harrap, 1924. 42s. net. 


GENERAL. 


Lefebvre (Gaspar) CaTnotic LiturcGy: ITs FUNDAMENTAL 
Principtes. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xvii., 294. Sands and Co., 
1924. 7s. 6d. net. 


Bates (A.) Motor AND CARRIAGE Parntinc. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 208. 


The Trade Pa Publishing Co., Ltd., 1924. 6s, net. 


much enlarged. 
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Pethick Lawrence (F. W.) Toe Nationat Dest. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 94. The Labour Publishing Co., Ltd., 1924. 2s. 6d. cloth ; 


ls. in paper. 


Robertson (A. I.) Guipe to LiveraturE oF Home anp Famity 
Lire. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 284. Lippincott, 1924. 25s. net. 
The books listed have been selected from over 5,000 dealing with home 
and family life in any of its , Teviewed by the compiler. Except for a 
few standards all of the books have been published since 1900, the larger 
portion since 1910. Suggestions for titles were secured from 500 questionnaires 
sent to home economics teachers, social workers and homemakers. 


Hartt (R. L.) Tue Man Himsetr. Cr. 8vo, pp. vii., 292. Harrap, 
1924. 7s. 6d. net. 


Bale (M.) Saw-Miits. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii, 388. Crosby, 
Lockwood and Son, 1924. 15s. net. 
This is a comprehensive book told in practical and simple language. 
Chalmers (Anne) LETTERS AND JOURNALS, edited by her Daughter. 
Demy 8vo, pp. 204. The Chelsea Publishing Co., 1924. 7s. 6d net. 
Anne was the eldest of Dr. Chalmers’ six daughters and was born in 
Kilmeny on May 5th, 1813. She married Dr. Guthrie in St. John’s Free 
Church, and afterwards wrote “‘ The Life of Dr. Chalmers.’’ She lived all her 
life among the men who create opinion and mould events. She died at 64, 
Great King Street, Edinburgh, in 1891. The book contains Biographical 
a Anstruther. There is no 
lex. 


James (C. H.) and Yerbury (F. R.) Smatt Houses ror THE Com- 
MUNITY. pp. xi., 32. Crosby, Lockwood and Son, 1924. 31s. 6d. 
net. 

This volume fittingly marks a success in that long to establish 

a new technique in the housing of the people. The housing es which it 

ys, whether carried out by municipal, public utility or private bodies, 

ve established doubt the practicability of the high standard of 

attainment shown. t standard no one who is responsible for housing work 
can afford to neglect. 

The volume contains a survey of the whole of the housing problem and 

k contains fine plates and useful diagrams, specification of works and 

bill of quantities. 


Ellis (E. T.) INsecr Pests. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 156. Allen and 
Unwin, 1924. 3s. 6d. net. 
The enemies of vegetables, fruits and flowers and how to combat them. 


Eldridge (Seva) Potiricat Action. A Naturalist Interpretation 
of the Labor Movement in relation to the State. (Lippincott 
Series in Sociology, Ed. E. C. Hayes). Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xviii., 
382. Lippincott, 1924. 8s. 6d. net. 


Boulton (W. H.) Tue EpistLe To THE HEBREWS: A COMMENTARY. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 220. Sampson Low, Marston, 1924. 3s. 6d. 


Dearden (Harold) THe Tecunigue oF Livinc. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp, 
viii., 184. Heinemann, 1924. 6s. net. 


An attempt to formulate a technique of living which shall enable one to 
meet all the crises of life with the sma’ emotional expense. 
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Herwegen (Ildephonsus) St. Brnepicr.. A Character Study. 
Trans. by Peter Nugent. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 184. Sands. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

A character sketch of the si and i 

St. ict, derived from the Di 

Benedict’s own written rule. 

Burgh (W. G. de) Tué LeGacy oF THE ANCIENT WorLD. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. xvi., 462. Macdonald and Evans, 1924. 15s. net. 


Buck (Katherine M.) (The Wayland-Dietrich Saga). DretTricu 
OF BERN AND His Companions. Preceded by The Saga of 
Wayland Smith. Part 1, The Song of Wayland. 4to, paper 
wrappers, Nos. 1-3 (with plate), Nos. 4-6 (with 3 plates), pp. 
xii., 184. Mayhew, 1924. 3s. net each. 

The author has during the last four years made a study of the legends 
connected with Dietrich of Bern and Wayland Smith. Dietrich of Bern 
represents in Romance the historical Theodoric the Ostrogoth, the Conqueror 
of Italy in the fifth century a.p. Around his name a vast cycle of legendary 
lore gathered. Wayland Smith was the hero of one of the oldest lays of the 
Norse Poetic Edda (Elder or Saemundar Edda). The work will appear in 
Shilling Numbers, three such numbers being issued simultaneously on the 
15th of each month, making a triple number. 


Oxenham (John) THE WonpDER OF LouRDES: WHAT IT IS AND 
Wauat it Means. Cr. 8vo, paper, ep 62. Longmans, Green, 
1924. Paper, Is. 6d.; in cloth, 2s. 6d. 


Burns (C. Delisle) A SHortT History oF INTERNATIONAL INTER- 
course. Cr. 8vo, paper, pp. 160. Allen and Unwin, 1924. 3s. 6d. 
net. 


Tue Year's Art, 1924. Compiled by A. C. R. Carter. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth. Illus. pp. 584. Hutchinson, 1924. 

This useful annual is now in its forty-fifth year, thirty-seven issues ha’ 
been published under the same editor. The usual features are to be fo 
and a resumé of the art events of the year. Every library should of course 
have the up-to-date issue. 


Book Auction REcorpDs : a priced and annotated record of London, 
Dublin, Edinburgh and Glasgow book auctions, including Books 
from the date of the invention of printing to the current year, 
Baxter Prints, Arundel Society Publications, and rare sets of 
Engravings. Vol. 20, for the auction season 1922-23 (containing 
16,881 records). 8vo, pp. 34, 810. London, Henry Stevens, 
Son and Stiles, 1924. 

The twentieth annual volume of B.A.R. appears to join its nineteen 
predecessors on the reference shelves of every up-to-date bookman. Prefixed 
to the eight hundred pages containing nearly 17,000 entries of books sold at 
auction are aseries of articles which give it the character in addition of a literary 
journal. Mr. E. E. Newton writes on Some Antiquarian Hampstead Book- 
sellers, Mr. E. Edgar Thomas on Goldsmith’s Philanthropic Publisher, and 
Mr. Wilfred Robertshaw on The Rise and Decline of Pamphlet Literature. 

With the general arrangement of the work we have very little fault to 
find. The index is effective, but it might be pointed out that the works 
occurring on pp. 705-706 under the heading Binding should also appear 
under their authors’ names, although they are sold w.a.f. It is a mental 
effort to recollect that books sold as ‘‘ Bindings ’’ have to be looked for under 
that heading. 
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FICTION. 


Rath (E. J.) Tae Nervous Wreck. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. vi., 314. 


Sampson Low, 1924. 7s. 6d. net. 
An amusing story of a man who is not so nervous as he seems. 


Wells (Carolyn) Tue Furtuest Fury. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. 
Lippincott, 1924. 7s. 6d. net. 
A “ Fleming Stone ’’ detective story with a double crime. 
Tremayne (Raymond) Some Rocves AND Dapune. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 256. Sampson Low, 1924. 7s. 6d. net. 
Le Queux (William) Five Featuers. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 254. 


Stanley Paul and Co., Ltd. 7s. 6d. net. 
The story of a blackmailer who fails in his purpose. 


Widdemer (M.) GravEN ImacGe. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. 
1924. 7s. 6d. net. 
A curious story in which family pride and tradition play an important 


Davidson (V. M.) By Deap Reckoninc. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 292. 
Stockwell, 1924. 7s. 6d. net. 
Adventures in the China Seas. 


JUVENILE. 


Gibson (A. L.) ANOTHER ALICE Book, PLease. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp- 172, illus. John Castle, 1924. 6s. net. 
A concession to the numerous appeals of smal! folk for “Another Alice 
Book, Please.” The wonderful guinea-pig Alexander I. who conducts Pauline 
on her trip to Quinland is a personality juvenile readers will not easily forget. 


Baird (Frank) PARSON JOHN OF THE LABRADOR. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 246. Religious Tract Society, 1924. 5s. net. 


BOOK ANNOUNCEMENTS 


. B. Lipprscorr Company have just published Home SewacE 

SPOSAL, by W. A. Hardenbergh. Illustrated. No book has 
appeared, so far as the author knows, during the past ten or fifteen 
years which covers this field. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
The Eprror, The Library World. 
Dear Sir, 

I have just received a copy of the March issue of 7he Library 
World, for which I thank you, and have read with interest the article 
dealing with Colonial Libraries. The section dealing with New 
Zealand will certainly convey a wrong impression of our Libraries 
and I trust you will print this correction in a later issue. 
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You stated that “ There are now thirteen libraries established 
in this colony.” I should like to inform you that the latest census 
report gives the number as 421 libraries. All these possess a lending 
library, and 228 have a public reading room attached also. The 
chief libraries are at Auckland, Christchurch, Wellington, Dunedin, 
and Invercargil!, but there are also some very nice libraries in the 
smaller towns such as Timaru, Wanganui, Hamilton, New Plymouth, 
Ashburton, Paimerston, several being Carnegie institutions. In 
fact, as one travels through the Dominion one finds a library in 
almost every settlement. 

Further, you also stated that I received my training at Twicken- 
ham and Fulham, whereas I was trained at Richmond for 1} years, 
Hammersmith for 2} years, and Fulham for 8} years. 

It is quite true that the Christchurch library is modelled upon 
up-to-date lines; in fact, it is one of the leading libraries in the 
Dominion. At the present time we are having a fine new wing 
built at a cost of £5,000. When that is completed we shall have the 
finest public library building in New Zealand. It contains a 1 
lending library, reference library with gallery, reading room with 

allery, magazine room, children’s library, and a lecture hall. 

ere is also a large central staff office and several store rooms. 

The building is lighted throughout by electricity and is heated 
by a modern steam plant with radiators. 

While the libraries in the main cities and towns are controlled 
by the Councils the library at Christchurch is under the control of 
the Board of Governors of Canterbury College (University of New 
Zealand) and it receives no income whatever from the City Council. 
A subscription of 10s. per annum is charged for membership to the 
lending lbrary but all other departments are open free to the 
public. The annua! income amounts to about £3,600 per annum, 
£1,500 of which is derived from endowments. The staff consists 
of a librarian, 6 female assistants, and 2 male attendants. 


The books in all departments have been classified upon the 
Dewey system, and all ase catalogued under author and subject. 
There are nearly 50,000 works in stock, and the reading rooms 
contain close upon 400 current periodicals and magazines. 

Since my appointment as Chief Librarian 11 years ago I have 
been called upon to give advice regarding library matters to local 
bodies in all parts of New Zealand, several institutions having been 
completely reorganised under my guidance. 

I trust, sir, that you wil! endeavour to publish some of the notes 
in order to alter the impression gained from your article. In con- 
clusion, let me add that I should be pleased to act as your New 
Zealand correspondent and could forward to you from time to time 
items of interest concerning library matters in the Dominion. 


With Colonial greetings, 
I remain, yours faithfully, 


Christchurch, New Zealand. Ernest J. Bett, 
May 7th, 1924. Chie/ Librarian. 
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Library Association 
Glasgow Conference 


WE INVITE LIBRARIANS TO PAY A 
VISIT TO OUR EXHIBIT AND SEE WHAT 
WE ARE DOING TO IMPROVE THE 
SERVICE OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOK 
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It is bookbinding specially re-adapted to | 
the friable paper used in modern books, 5 


1,500 Public Libraries all over the World 
use it. 


For books of undetermined 
re-sewing, RE-INFORCING, and re-placing ~ 

in the publishers’ strengthened covers, 
ensures an average inoue of 60 loans at 
against 15 in publishers’ covers as issued. § Pe 
We STRENGTHEN the bad paper of new am 
books and improve the surface of the “a 
leaves before binding. ss 


PORTWAY, BATH. 
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